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can be prevented from shrinking up, when "interpreted" (to use 
his own expression), into just this philosophical doctrine, in 
which it seems to lose all its religious quality. 

H. Barker. 
Edinburgh. 



The Religion of Plutarch. A Pagan Creed of Apostolic 
Times. An essay. By John Oakesmith, D. Litt, M. A. Pub- 
lished by Longman, Green & Co., 1902. Pp. xxviii, 229. 

Whether the critic is prepared to ascend to Dr. Oakesmith's doc- 
trine, that "around Plutarch's Religion revolves his conception of 
life," or not, he must nevertheless acknowledge gratefully that this 
essay fulfills its purpose in an admirable way. The author en- 
deavors "to ascertain, from Plutarch's own account of his views, 
the principles, the method and character of his Religion ; to learn 
in what manner he conceives the supernatural world and its rela- 
tion to the human mind and to human interests ; to discover and il- 
lustrate the processes by which these results are obtained ; to note 
their philosophic bearing and tendency ; and to exemplify their ap- 
plication in the sphere of practical ethics." To this endeavor the 
author brings the qualifications of great learning, of careful study 
of both Plutarch and his critics, of genuine sympathy with, and 
consequent real insight into, the mind of Plutarch in its attitude 
towards the problems of his age. The result is an interesting and 
valuable picture of a man of good taste and great learning, who 
has no special philosophical school either to attack or to defend 
but soberly and with a sound mind tries to ascertain the true facts 
of life by diligent inquiry into the history of the past. "There was 
not a tendency of Greek philosophy with whose history and results 
he was not familiarly acquainted; there was not a school from 
which he did not borrow something for introduction into the tex- 
ture of his own thought ;" — in other words, Plutarch was typically 
Greek in two characteristic aspects — as a disinterested seeker after 
truth, in his application of the maxim, "Moderation in all things," 
to every department of life and thought. The wealth of illustra- 
tion with which Plutarch exemplifies or justifies his views makes 
the "Opera Morala" a mine of information upon the manner, be- 
liefs, customs of a century peculiarly interesting alike to the pro- 
fane historian and to the Christian student. It is by no means the 
least service rendered by this essay that it enables the "average 
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reader" to regard the apostolic age from a non-Christian, though 
not anti-Christian, standpoint. 

This essay is intended to be the forerunner of a larger and more 
elaborate work. In its present form it is a reprint of a "volume 
issued for private circulation" a year ago in which numerous Greek 
and Latin quotations, now removed or translated, were given in 
full. Unfortunately this process has not been carried out consis- 
tently ; there are still several passages in which the original Latin 
is incorporated into the text in such a manner as to make the 
meaning unintelligible to the "English" reader. In a future edi- 
tion these quotations (about twenty in all, cf. e. g., p. 187) should 
be placed in footnotes and the English equivalent printed in the 
text. 

W. H. Fairbrother. 

Lincoln College, Oxford. 
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